Catholic Parish of Holy Cross
Parsons Green

Parish Office: The Presbytery, 22 Cortayne Road, London, SW6 3QA
Website: http://www.holycrosschurchparsonsgreen.org.uk
Tel: 020 7736 1068

Parish Priest: Fr Bernard Akoeso

Parish Administrator: Collise Lynch Email: parsonsgreen@rcdow.org.uk

Office hours this week: Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am — 3pm
Catechetical Coordinator: Maria Pepe Email: parsonsgreencat@rcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding Officer: Julie Oyogoa Email: parsonsgreen@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Online Live Streaming of Masses
http://www.youtube.com/@RCChurchofHolyCross1 and also via http://www.holycrosschurchparsonsgreen.org.uk

281" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Year A) — 10/11 October 2026

In today’s Gospel, the table is set, and the food is
ready. However, those invited offer various
excuses for not attending the feast. In response,
1st reading Isaiah 25; 6-10; Psalm 23 the king invites and welcomes strangers, good

Response: In the Lord’s own house and bad alike. These are the ones who end up
hall | d. Il for | th of d enjoying the fruits of the king’s generosity. The
sha well for iengih ol days message is that Jesus invites each one of us to

unending. 2nd reading Philippians 4: | come to the feast, but it is up to us whether we
12-14, 19-20. Gospel: Matthew 22: 1- || accept this invitation.
14

(Pg 140 in Parish Mass book)

God, the prophet Isaiah says, is like a great king:

He wants to celebrate a great victory, and for this
MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS He is preparing a great and splendid feast, a
banquet worthy of a great sovereign like Him. It
will be a banquet of rich food, of fine wines, of
every type of tasty meat. He will remove the veil
of sadness, and all people will be invited to his
celebration. The prophet is clearly speaking of the
Messianic times. At the coming of the Messiah,
every “death” situation will be transformed. There
will be only cheerfulness and happiness for all: a

9am — Mary Campbell — 3@ anniversary time of feast, the banquet of the Kingdom.
12pm — People of the Parish

Saturday 10 October: 28" SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (A)
5:30PM: Anne Murphy — O’Connor, BD RIP

Sunday 11 October: 28" SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

As a community of the baptised, we are all invited
personally to the table of the Lord, when we
gather to celebrate the Eucharist. Jesus is the
Host, and we are His guests. In the second
reading, we are shown the example of the
community of Philippi, where there is authentic

. love and where a completely new life has really
Wednesday 14 October: Mass at Our Lady of | pagun; the help and the gift sent to Paul is proof
Perpetual Help — 10am of this.

Monday 12 October — NO MASS

Tuesday 13 October — SAINT EDWARD THE
CONFESSOR
9:30am - Elena Pepe & Rosa Pepe — RIP

Thursday 15 October — Saint Teresa of Jesus

Baptism as such is not sufficient; what is required
9:30am — Emmanuel Ansong Denkye — RIP

besides is a life according to the baptismal
promises. We risk saying yes in words but failing
to convert. We must put on the new way of
thinking as the “new suit” of the children of the
kingdom.

Friday 16 October — Feria
9:30am - Allan & Kathy Shiach — Sick

Saturday 17 October: 29" SUNDAY IN

ORDINARY TIME (A) WITH PRAYERS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS, FR
BERNARD AND THE PARISH TEAM.

5:30PM: Osnelle — DB int
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PARISH NOTICES

CAFOD Family Fast Day Appeal this Harvest — Please donate to our Family Fast Day parish collection. Put your
faith into action and share the Lord’s love by supporting our global neighbours experiencing shortages of food and safe
water. Your gift can support children like Tayla in Zimbabwe to stay in school by helping communities and schools
provide nourishing meals, improve access to water and grow food in school gardens. Please collect an envelope in
the porch area and return with the collection.

Adoremus National Eucharistic Congress — Saturday 10 October — This year's Adoremus National Eucharistic
Congress will take place in London on Saturday 10 October. Parishioners are warmly invited to join the Procession of
the Blessed Sacrament from Southwark Cathedral to Westminster Cathedral, beginning at 3.00 pm and concluding
with Solemn Benediction at 5.00 pm. Mass will follow at 6.00 pm, with an evening of prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and
an overnight vigil. Young people, teenagers and Confirmation candidates are especially encouraged to attend. Those
wishing to take part in the Holy Hours or overnight vigil must register in advance.

41st Annual Rosary Crusade of Reparation — Join this annual public Rosary procession on Saturday, 17 October
2026. Participants will gather at Westminster Cathedral at 1:45 PM before walking through central London in prayer,
concluding at Brompton Oratory at approximately 5:45 PM. The day will end with a Consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, Solemn Benediction and Scapular Enrolment. All are welcome.

CERTIFCATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE FORMS — Secondary school forms please submit all requests by e-mail
only parsonsgreen@rcdow.org.uk and an appointment will be made for you. 1. Parents should please indicate what
Mass they regularly participate in at the weekend. 2. Fr Bernard will require the full name of your child, date of birth and
home address with postcode. 3. Parents must indicate how many references they require. PLEASE NOTE
CERTIFICATES WILL ONLY BE ISSUED TO THOSE WHO ATTEND MASS REGULARLY.

First Holy Communion and Alpha Youth registration, and Confirmation pre-registration are NOW OPENED.
We have almost reached full capacity for the Frist Communion enrolment, with a handful of spaces left. If you
intend to reenrol please do so, otherwise your child will be placed on a waiting list.

Please, collect a BOOKLET on the table at the church's entrance, follow the guidelines and scan the Q-R code
to access the registration form, selecting the course you are interested in:

Alpha Youth is a new monthly group intended especially to bridge the years between First Holy Communion and
Confirmation. Young people will meet over shared food, watch selected Alpha Youth material, discuss questions about
life and faith, and build friendships in a welcoming and safe environment. Alpha Youth is open to all, including
young people from different Christian traditions, other faith backgrounds or no current religious practice.

Our Confirmation programme, Growing into Communion, will invite teenagers to explore questions of identity,
belonging, faith, freedom, relationships, purpose and their own personal response to God.

We warmly welcome parents and parishioners interested in volunteering across any of the three programmes.
Please, contact Maria: parsonsgreencat@rcdow.org.uk

For those with Special Needs — We provide Catechetical sessions in collaboration with Caritas St Joseph’s to serve
all children and families with special needs who wish to prepare for the Sacraments (Baptism, Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion or Confirmation). Please contact Maria to register or receive further information.

Baptism — Please contact the parish office directly by e-mail for a registration form and arrange an appointment with Fr
Bernard.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - Our service for young children at the Sunday's Family Mass has now paused and will
resume on Sunday the 27" of September, every Sunday of Term-time. All children between three and six years
of age are very welcome. Please arrive before Mass starts to meet one of our catechists at the church

entrance. Children will pray and reflect on the Gospel together reinforced by arts & crafts activity and will come back to
Mass while carrying the Offertory. We seek new parents who wish to help with this important ministry for their
children. Please email Maria if you wish to be involved or know more.

Marriage — Engaged couples seeking marriage in Church should inform the Parish Office at least six months before the
intended wedding date so that there is enough time for all the necessary administration to be completed. This requirement
applies to marriages taking place here in the parish, in other parts of the UK, and overseas. Please contact the Parish
Office to meet with Fr Bernard to complete the necessary paperwork if you live within our parish boundaries.

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick — Please also let the parish office know if you are less able to come to mass and
would like to receive a home visit.

Mothers Prayers — We warmly welcome all Mothers and Grandmothers who wish to join us in prayer. We meet in church
(and online via Zoom for those who can't attend in person) every Monday of Term-time for an hour at 11:00 am to pray, read
and reflect on the Scriptures. Please email or speak to_Maria to join us. We also welcome expecting mothers and mothers
with newborn babies. Our in-church sessions have now resumed.
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